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Becomes More Extensive 


The control of rabies in California becomes an 
increasingly greater problem each year. Totals of 
nearly 800 cases in animals have occurred in each of 
the past two years, and up to February 8th of the 
present year a total of 94 cases of rabies in animals 
has been reported within the state. The numbers of 
cases of this disease reported in California, by years, 
since 1920 are as follows: 


1980 to: Pebruiary 8... 94 


This makes a total of 5228 cases reported in Calli- 
fornia during the past ten years. More than 75 per 
cent of these eases have been reported in the southern 
vart of the state, but during the past few years the 
disease has been increasingly prevalent in northern 
counties. So far this year, cases have been reported 
in Fresno, Kern, Kings, Los Angeles, Napa, Riverside, 
Sacramento, San Diego, San Joaquin, Stanislaus, 
Tulare and Yuba counties. In some counties, where 
1 few years ago intensive action was taken in the con- 
‘rol of stray dogs, rabies had been almost eliminated. 


With a relaxation of activities, however, the disease is 
beginning to make its appearance again in many 


localities where it was formerly kept under control | 


for long periods of time. It would seem that, at pres- 


ent, there is a great danger that rabies may extend 
over the state to such an extent that live stock may be 


seriously endangered. In 1915 this disease caused 
tremendous economic losses to the owners of live 
stock, chiefly cattle men, and caused many agonizing 
deaths of human beings. The numbers of human 
deaths from rabies occurring in California since 1920 
are as follows: 


5 


It is unfortunate that these human deaths have 
occurred, for they might, all of them, have been pre- 
vented if the disease in animals had been placed 


under control. The remedy lies in the control of the 


dog population, chiefly in the control of stray dogs. 


Rabies seldom occurs in dogs that are properly 


housed and eared for, unless they come in contact 
with stray animals which are infected with the disease. 
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While nearly all] cases of rabies occur in dogs, cases 
have been found in California during the past ten 
years in cats, cows, horses, coyotes, goats, hogs, sheep, 
skunks, mules and foxes. 


_ Persons who have been bitten by rabid animals are 
in great danger of contracting the disease. Bites 
upon the face near the large nerve centers are par- 
ticularly dangerous. Wounds from dog bites should 
be cauterized, only, with concentrated (fuming) nitric 
acid. No other known agent is of any value whatso- 
ever in cauterizing such wounds. The Pasteur treat- 
ment is preventive only, and in order to be effective 
its administration must be started early. 
beings who develop any symptoms of rabies do not 
recover. There is no record of anyone who ever con- 
tracted the disease having escaped with their life. 
The first symptom of rabies in dogs is a change in 
disposition. Dogs which are normally good natured 


become savage, and dogs which are normally savage 


generally become strangely docile. There is a change 
in the tone of the animal’s voice. There follows a 
paralysis of the muscles of the throat which causes 
the animal to attempt to use the paralyzed muscles. 
This produces the tendency to bite, and it is during 
this stage that the disease is most readily transmitted. 
In the final stage of rabies, there is a complete paraly- 
sis of the hind legs, the animal being unable to run 
without falling. 

It is not always necessary that an individual must 
be bitten by a rabid dog in order to contract rabies. 
Many individuals have contracted the disease through 
handling sick animals, the infective agent gaining 
entrance through cuts or wounds in the skin. Because 
rabies is 100 per cent fatal in human beings, and 
because it produces one of the most agonizing diseases 
that is known, its control is of the utmost importance. 


As an economic measure in the prevention of losses © 


to stock growers its control is also highly important. 


WESTERN HEALTH WORKERS TO MEET IN 
SALT LAKE 


A regional meeting of the American Public Health 
Association, to be held under the auspices of the 
western branch in Salt Lake City, has been announced 
for the latter part of May. This will be a strictly 
western meeting and the program largely devoted to 
western public health problems. Dr. A. J. Chesley, 
president of the A. P. H. A., Dr. W. S. Rankin, chair- 
man of the executive board, and Homer Calver, execu- 
tive secretary, will be in attendance. The brightest 
stars of the western public health firmament will 
appear on the program. Topics to be discussed will 
be of interest to health officers, physicians, dentists, 


Human-> 


bacteriologists, nurses, sanitarians and others. They 
will include such subjects as the public health aspects 
of the new Boulder Dam, Rocky Mountain spotted 
fever, meningitis control measures between states, 
the public health effect of Filipino and Mexican im- 
migration, nutrition in relation to dental hygiene. 
At the same time the new constitution and by-laws 
will be ready for inspection, examination, revision 
and adoption. Not the least important will be the 
election of officers of the western branch. No one 
interested in public health ean afford to miss this 
meeting. Dr. T. B. Beattie, State Health Officer of 
Utah, is making the local arrangements and promises 
every attention to the comfort and entertainment of 
visiting members. 

The officers of the western branch of the Ameri- 
can Public Health Association are: Wm. C. Hassler, 
M.D., San Francisco, president; E. T. Hanley, M.D., 
Seattle, first vice president; George Parrish, M.D., © 
Los Angeles, second vice president; W. P. Shepard, 
M.D., San Francisco, secretary-treasurer. 


IMPERIAL CHILDREN IMMUNIZED AGAINST 
DIPHTHERIA 


The State Department of Publie Health is provid- — 
ing assistance in local communities where campaigns 
for the prevention of diphtheria are being under- 


taken. During January, in cooperation with the city 


councils of Imperial, Holtville and Calexico, a total 
of 1880 children under 12 years of age were given 
diphtheria toxin-antitoxin in order that they might 
be immunized against this dangerous disease. The 
work received the active support of the local govern- 
ments in each of these cities, which authorized the 
purchase of the materials used in the campaigns of 
immunization. In the three cities about 75 per cent 
of all children of school age and of preschool age 
received toxin-antitoxin. In Calexico this percentage 
ran as high as 90 per cent. In Holtville 75 per cent 
of the children were immunized and in Imperial more 
than 60 per cent. Similar work is now being under- 
taken in Kings County. The city councils of Han- 
ford and Lemoore and the Kings County board of 
supervisors have approved the immunization program 
and appropriated funds to meet the cost. Other cities 
of Kings County are contemplating similar action. 


The desire for intellectual certitude is laudable in 
the young, as a stimulus to thought and to learning; 
in the adult it easily becomes a vice—J. B. S. Hai- 
dane. 


Learning for learning’s sake is perhaps as coarse 
as eating for eating’s sake.—De Gourmont. 
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SOCIAL WORKERS TO MEET IN SANTA 
BARBARA 


The twenty-second annual meeting of the California ~ 


Conference of Social Work will be held in Santa 
Barbara, May 13-17, 1930. : 

Under the leadership of J ustin Miller, dean of the 
law school of the University of Southern California, 
elected president for 1930, and Erle Fisk Young, 
Ph.D., chairman of the program committee, plans for 
the Santa Barbara meeting are well under way. 
‘Social Progress and the Law’’ has been selected as 
the conference theme, but the program will range 
over the whole field of interests covered by the stand- 
ing sections on Health, Family and Child Welfare, 
Delinquency, Organization and Administration, Edu- 
cation, Recreation, Industry, and Racial and Citizen- 
ship Problems. 


Recreation Center will be headquarters, a central 


location with ee places and hotels in me 


proximity. 


A cordial invitation is extended to members of the 
social and health agencies of California, and to all 
persons interested in the problems of social welfare, 
to attend the sessions of the California Conference 
of Social Work and affiliated kindred groups—Santa 
Barbara, May 138 to 17, 19380. 

Advance information regarding conference plans 
will appear in the February issue of the Conference 
Quarterly, or may be obtained from the executive 


secretary, Miss Anita Eldridge, Exposition Audi- 


torlum, San Francisco. 


MARRIAGES INCREASE 
The total number of marriages, and the rates per 


1000 population, that have occurred in California 


during the past five years are as follows: 


Year No. of marriages Rate 


Recovery follows marriage slump. 
It would appear that a recovery from the reduced 


nimbers of marriages that occurred in 1927 and 1928, 
fullowing ‘new legislation which provides for a three- 


(ay wait between the filing of intention and the 


issuance of a marriage license, is now under way. In- 
creased numbers of marriages are particularly con- 
Spicuous in the following counties: Los Angeles, 
Urange, San Diego and Ventura in southern Califor- 
nia; Butte, Fresno, Monterey, San Joaquin, San 
Mateo and Santa Clara counties in northern California. 


TRICHINOSIS- 


Since the first of December 99 eases of trichinosis, 
due to the consumption of pork, or pork products, 
which were not thoroughly cooked, have been reported 
in California. Twenty-three of these cases occurred 
in December and 76 of them have occurred since 
January Ist of this year. The following table shows 
the distribution of these cases: 


1929 1930 

Alameda County December January to February 15 
Nevada County 6 
-San Francisco di 17 35 
Santa Clara County__-_---. 5 
-Totals for 23 16 


Trichinosis cases from Nevada, Santa Clara and 
Sonoma counties originated in the use of home-killed 
pork, either consumed raw in the form of sausages 
or as undercooked meat. The cases in Alameda County 


and San Francisco were due to the improper use of 
commercially prepared sausages, chiefly salami and. 


mettwurst. This is the first known instance in which 
commercially prepared pork products have caused 
trichinosis in California. Steps have been taken to 


assure the proper curing of sausage, so as to eliminate © 


any possibility of the contraction of the disease 
through the use of commercially packed products. 
Nearly all cases of this disease that have been re- 
ported are due to the use of home-killed pork. The 
thorough cooking of all pork products provides defi- 


nite insurance, however, against the contraction of 


this disease. 


MORBIDITY* 
Diphtheria. 


70 cases of diphtheria have been reported, as follows: Alameda 
County 2, Berkeley 1, Hayward 2, Oakland 3, Fresno County 
2, Fresno 3, El Centro 2, Lake County 2, Los Angeles County 
3, Alhambra 1, Burbank 1, Glendale 3, Long Beach 1, Los 
Angeles 13, San Fernando 1, Santa Monica 1, Monterey Park 
1, Ukiah 1, Merced County 1, Monterey County 1, Napa County 
2, Anaheim 1, Riverside County 1, San Diego County 1, 
National City 1, San Francisco 18, Palo Alto 1. 


Scarlet Fever. 


271 cases of scarlet fever have been reported, as follows: 
Alameda County 3, Alameda 1, Berkeley 4, Hayward 4, Oak- 
land 18, San Leandro 1, Butte County 3, Colusa County 1, 
Colusa 1, Contra Costa County 1, Pittsburg 1, Placerville 1, 
Fresno County 4, Fresno 4, Humboldt County 2, Eureka 6, 
Kern County 3, Bakersfield 2, Tehachapi 1, Kings County 1, 
Lassen County 1, Los Angeles County 17, Culver City 1, Glen- 
dale 4, Huntington Park 3, Long Beach 7, Los Angeles 46, 
Pasadena 2, San Fernando 1, Santa Monica 11, Whittier 2, 
Torrance 1, Lynwood 1, Hawthorne 2, Monterey Park 3, May- 
wood 5, Marin County 2, Salinas 2, Orange County 6, Hunting- 
ton Beach 2, Santa Ana 1, Sacramento County 2, Sacramento 
4, San Bernardino County 2, Colton 1, Redlands 1, San Diego 


* From reports received on February 17th and 18th, for week 
ending February 15th. 3 
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County 5, La Mesa 1, National City 1, San Diego 3, San 
Francisco 41, San Luis Obispo County 4, Arroyo Grande 2, 
Burlingame 1, Daly City 1, San Mateo 2, Santa Clara County 
4, Palo Alto 4, San Jose 1, Santa Cruz County 1, Benicia 1, 
Sonoma County 3, Stanislaus County 3, Turlock 2, Tehama 
County 2, Red Bluff 1, Woodland 1. | 


954 cases of measles have been reported, as follows: Alameda 

County 1, Alameda 26, Berkeley 16, Oakland 132, San Leandro 
1, Antioch 1, Pinole 2, Richmond 1, Fresno County 1, Fresno 7, 
Kern County 1, Bakersfield 2, Hanford 1, Los Angeles County 
50, Avalon 7, Compton 1, Glendale 1, Inglewood 2, Long Beach 
4, Los Angeles 84, Montebello 1, South Gate 3, Signal Hill 1, 
Merced County 2, Gustine 3, Fullerton 4, Colfax 1, Riverside 
County 5, Sacramento County 7, Sacramento 3, San Bernar- 
dino County 1, San Francisco 467, Paso Robles 2, Burlingame 
2, Daly City 4, Redwood City 2, Santa Clara County 34, San 
Jose 40, Sunnyvale 10, Watsonville 1, Sonoma County 2, Peta- 
luma 4, Turlock 1, Sutter County 1, Yolo County 11, Marys- 
ville 1. . | 


Smallpox. 


73 cases of smallpox have been reported, as follows: Berkeley 
1, Oakland 2, Calexico 2, El Centro 4, Kings County 1, Han- 


ford 1, Lake County 1, Lakeport 1, Los Angeles County 5, 


Long Beach 2, Los Angeles 2, Whittier 1, Torrance 4, May- 
wood 2, Orange 1, Santa Ana 2, Roseville 1, Sacramento 
County 7, Sacramento 2, San Bernardino County 13, Redlands 
10, San Francisco 3, San Jose 1, Stanislaus County 2, Marys- 
ville 1, California 1.** 


Typhoid Fever. 

11 cases of typhoid fever have been reported, as follows: 
Oakland 2, Kern County 1, Los Angeles 1, San Diego County 1, 
San Diego 1, San Francisco 2, Santa Clara County 1, Stanis- 
laus County 1, California 1.** 


COMMUNICABLE DISEASE REPORTS 


Whooping Cough. 


151 cases of whooping cough have been reported, as follows: 
Berkeley 1, Emeryville 1, Oakland 7, Butte County 2, Pitts. 
burg 4, Fresno County 1, Sanger 1,. Eureka 1, Kings County 4 

Hanford 1, Lemoore 1, Los Angeles County 21, Compton 3 
Glendale 1, Inglewood 2, Long Beach 14, Los Angeles 20, 
Pasadena 5, Santa Monica 7, Lynwood 1, South Gate 2, Orange 
County 8, Fullerton 1, Huntington Beach 1, Santa Ana al 
Riverside County 2, Perris 3, Colton 2, San Diego County 3, 
San Diego 13, San Francisco 1, San Jose 1, Tulare County 1 
Exeter 1, Ventura 2, Yolo County 1. | ie 


Meningitis (Epidemic). 


9 cases of epidemic meningitis have been reported, as follows: 
Livermore 1, Butte County 1, Fresno County 2, Long Beach sF 
Los Angeles 1, Madera County 1, San Francisco 1, Exeter 1. 


Leprosy. 
- San Francisco reported one case of leprosy. 
Poliomyelitis. 

Bakersfield reported one case of poliomyelitis. 
Trichinosis. 

San Jose reported two cases of trichinosis. 


Undulant Fever. 


3 cases of undulant fever have been reported, as follows: 
Kern County 1, San Bernardino County 1, Yolo County 1. 


Poisoning. 
Vernon reported 100 cases of food poisoning. 


** Cases charged to “California” represent patients ill before 
entering the state or those who contracted their illness travel- 
ing about the state throughout the incubation period of the 
disease. These cases are not chargeable to any one locality. 


1930 1929 
D} | Week ending for week Week ending for "week PKS 
__| ending ending 
Feb. 15 Feb. 16 
Jan. 25| Feb.1 | Feb.8 | “by Jan.26| Feb.2 | Feb.9 | 
an. eb. eb. y an. eb. eb. y : = 
Feb. 18 Feb. 19 Smallpox dropped _ consider- 
ably last week. 
0 0 0 0 0 0 3 0 y 
..------- 619 516 511 276 380 4541 478 
Coccidioidal Granuloma- 0 0 0 0 0 0 4 0 -—_- 
0 0 0 0 0 0 | 
72 64 70 83 68 79° 61 
Dysentery (Amoebic) - - - 1 1 2 2 1 “0 1 0 Measles continues on a high 
Dysentery (Bacillary) - - - 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 : 
Encephalitis (Epidemic) - 3 2] 1 0 1 2 of 0 level. 
18 18 16 18 | 
Food Poisoning--------- | 
German ---- 21 61 55 15 13 20 38 
51 47 63 72] 251) 198] 171} Mumps and chickenpox are 
Jaundice idemic) - 
641| 889] 1,014| 954 29 | 66 58 
Ophthalmia(Neonatorum) 1 1 0 0 1 1 3 0 Influenza shows no alarming 
Paratyphoid Fever------ 0 1 a 0 2 0 0 0 . 
i aE raRpRamlgiE 0 1 1 0 0 1 1 0 signs. 
Pneumonia (Lobar) - ---- 95 98 106 104 67 156 77 95 
2 7 0 1 3 3 4 
Rabies (Animal)_-_------ 20 21 17 13 12 21 11 7 
64] 146} 175) 176 | 163) 160 pidemic meningitis 18 Still 
3 3 4 2 5 1 menace. 
THeninoss.........-..-- 7 4 6 2 0 0 0 0 | 
Tuberculosis........-- : 171 184 217 188 217 276 260 227 
2 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Typhoid Fever.-_------- 3 8 7 11 9 7 7 9 
Undulant Fever- ------- 0 2. 1 3 0 1 0 a= 2S A 
Whooping Cough------- 156 96 158 151 187 216 179 168 
3,159 | 3,546; 3,904] 3,304]) 2,158 | 2,503 | 2,400] 2,417 
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Measles. 
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